
Title: A literature review: the Potential Impact of Large-Scale Solar Farms on the Water 
Cycle. 

Introduction 

• Brief overview of the increasing reliance on solar energy and its potential 
environmental implications. 

• Problem statement: The potential impact of large-scale solar farms on the water 
cycle is a critical yet underexplored area. 

• Research gap: Identify the lack of comprehensive studies on this topic. 

• Research objectives: Clearly outline the specific aims of the literature review. 

• Be specific in defining the research gap, emphasizing why the impact of solar farms 
on the water cycle is underexplored. 

• Clearly state your research objectives to guide the reader on what to expect from the 
review. 

• Saudi Arabia start to build large-scale solar Farms.  

Understanding the Water Cycle and Solar Farms 

• Define the key components of the water cycle (evaporation, transpiration, 
condensation, precipitation, runoff, infiltration). 

• Explain the functioning of large-scale solar farms, including their components and 
operational processes. 

• Highlight the potential interactions between solar farms and the water cycle. 

• Ensure that the explanations of the water cycle components and solar farm 
operations are concise yet informative, setting a solid foundation for the rest of the 
review. 

Impacts on Evaporation and Transpiration 

• Discuss how solar farms may influence evapotranspiration rates. 

• Analyze the role of albedo changes in affecting evaporation. 

• Explore the impact of solar farm construction on vegetation and its influence on 
transpiration. 

Impacts on Precipitation 



• Review studies on the potential for increased or decreased precipitation in areas 
with solar farms. 

• Discuss the role of atmospheric changes induced by solar farms in influencing 
precipitation patterns. 

• Analyze the impact of solar farms on cloud formation and precipitation intensity. 

Impacts on Runoff and Infiltration 

• Examine how solar farm construction and operation may affect surface runoff and 
infiltration rates. 

• Discuss the potential for soil erosion and changes in hydrological processes. 

• Analyze the impact of solar farms on groundwater recharge. 

Impacts on Water Quality 

• Explore the potential effects of solar farm construction and operation on water 
quality. 

• Discuss the potential for chemical runoff and contamination of water bodies. 

• Analyze the impact of solar farms on water temperature and its implications for 
aquatic ecosystems. 

Case Studies and Comparative Analysis 

• Present case studies of existing large-scale solar farms and their impact on the 
water cycle. 

• Compare and contrast findings from different studies. 

• Identify common trends and patterns in the research. 

•  When presenting case studies, include diverse geographical locations and types of 
solar farms to provide a broad perspective. 

• In the comparative analysis, highlight any conflicting findings and discuss possible 
reasons for these differences. 

Conclusions and Recommendations 

• Summarize the key findings of the literature review. 

• Highlight the gaps in existing research and identify areas for future study. 



• Provide recommendations for mitigating potential negative impacts of solar farms 
on the water cycle. 

• Discuss the importance of integrated water and energy management. 

• Emphasize the practical implications of your findings, particularly for policymakers 
and stakeholders in the renewable energy and water management sectors. 
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• Provide a comprehensive list of cited sources in the appropriate format (e.g., APA, 
MLA, Chicago). 

 


